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Christmas Dinner 2016 
The Articles for This Month 


MVRC 2017 Christmas Dinner 


The annual Christmas Dinner was held, starting at 6:30 PM on December 3, 
at the Golden Corral, as in the recent past. However, this year it was in a quite 
different location. The Golden Corral moved from its old location on Telshor Bil- 
liard to a brand-new building on Hickory Loop. The new location is near the in- 
tersection of Avenida de Mesilla and I 10 and near several motels. The new 
building was about the same size as the old one but did have a private room for 
the club. The picture above shows this room conveniently located near the food 
tables. The club comfortably filled the room. Everybody had their fill of food and 
conversation. 


First 2017 Club Meeting 


The first meeting of 2017 will be held on January 7. There will be licensing 
exams given after the meeting. 


Noise Floor Report 

KB6éNU 
Last June, the FCC’s Technical Advisory Committee asked licensed and unlli- 

censed users of the electromagnetic spectrum to answer some questions about the 

noise they were experiencing and whether or not it was affecting their services. 

Specifically, they asked: 

e Is there a noise floor problem? 

e Where does the problem exist? Spectrally? Spatially? Temporally? 

e Is there quantitative evidence of the overall increase in the total integrated 
noise floor across various segments of the radio frequency spectrum? 

e How should a noise study be performed? 

Well, the results are in, and Radio World recently published a summary of the 
responses that the FCC received (http://www.radioworld.com/business-and- 
law/0009/noise-floor-where-do-we-go-from-here/338242). The FCC received 93 re- 
plies from 73 (great number, eh?) different people or organizations, including: 

e 23 companies/industry organizations 

e 39 RF professionals (broadcast and wireless) 

e 381 licensed radio amateurs 

e 9responders did not reply to the questions asked 
Respondents included the ARRL, the Society of Broadcast Engineers, the Na- 

tional Association of Broadcasters, the National Public Safety Telecommunica- 

tions Council, ATT, and the National Electrical Manufacturers Association. I 

found especially interesting comments from the Society of Broadcast Engineers. 

They include: 

e Increased cooperation is needed between manufacturers of Part 15 devices 
and users of radio spectrum to identify noise sources and take appropriate re- 
medial action. 

e Radiated emission limits below 30 MHz in the FCC Part 15 rules for uninten- 
tional emitters should be enacted. There are presently no radiated emission 
limits below 30 MHz for most unintentional emitters. 

e Reduced Part 15 limits for LED lights should be enacted to be harmonized 
with the Part 18 lower limits for fluorescent bulbs. 

« Better labeling on packaging for Part 18 fluorescent bulbs and ballasts to bet- 
ter inform consumers of potential interference to radio, TV and cellphone re- 
ception in the residential environment. 

e Specific radiated and/or conducted emission limits for incidental emitters, 
such as motors or power lines, should be enacted. 

e Conducted emission limits on pulse-width motor controllers used in appliances 
should be enacted. 

e Substantially increase the visibility of enforcement in power line interference 
cases. 


Other organizations made similar comments. 

While the report is encouraging, it won’t mean a thing if no action is taken on 
these issues. Given that the FCC is cutting back on its field offices, and our presi- 
dent-elect has said that he plans to reduce the number of governmental regula- 
tions, I’m not optimistic that we’ll see the noise situation get better before it gets 
worse. What do you all think? 


Monthly Club Meeting 


No club meeting 


Monthly Board Meeting 


No board meeting 


Treasurer Report 
No board meeting 


CLUB INFORMATION 


The MVRC Clubhouse is located at the intersection of Wilt and Jefferson. To find 
the clubhouse, set your destination on your GPS receiver as 32 degrees 22.961 
minutes and -106 degrees 41.44 minutes. If you don't own a GPS, take the Porter 
exit near the firehouse on US 70. It is about 5 miles east from the I 25 interchange. 
Go south on Porter until you come to Jefferson. There turn left toward the moun- 
tains and go to Wilt. You will see the beam on the corner. The treasurer would be 
delighted to receive your contribution for landscaping and furnishing. More infor- 
mation at http://nd5bl.org 


= ” =o 
Cenrai Ave Cenral Ave ‘Diool 
-ayan Re | 
~ = 
< 2 
S. 


Hacienda 
Acres 


i] 
a 
i 
ao 
A, 
Z 
& 


Stonecreek P| 


AlbaRd 


Poder 0 
yy aPtsBuwoyy 
ay 
\; 
4 
q 


Jimmie St 


Dy Jaye’) 


Iquung 


Beyer Rd 


Officers 


siewiary _[rewariewingon [rasa | [amet browingtonamencom 


Ee 


KD50HA |649-5903 _ | geokd50ha@yahoo.com 
} Special | Earl eeeler N5TMT (639-055 | earld@yahoo.com 


VALLEY RADIO CLUB 


Name(s) 
EMAIL 


lf you want con rmation that your payment was received and processed, please include your email address 


Street Address PO Box# 


City Zip Phone 


To join the Mesilla Valley Radio Club or renew your membership, please complete this 
form and print or cut out. Send it to “Treasurer, MVRC, PO Box 1443, Las Cruces, NM 
88004” with annual dues ($35 single, $45 family) 


Date: Method of payment: Check No. Other 


Call Sign(S) Family Membership Yes No 


License Class (E, A, G, T, N) ARRL Member? (Y/N) 
Are You a ARRL Volunteer Examiner (Y/N) 
Would you like to be added to the MVRC reflector (email information system)? 


Intrests 
Computer___ Contests__ Digital __==-Elmer___-s Emergency Communications _—__ 
Field Day Packet __ Programs ___ Public Service ___ Publicity___—sRF I 


Repeater Social License Classes Teach Licensing Classes 


Volunteer Examiner QRSS Other 


Comments 


